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1 Champs
Champs CRIEPI High Aggregated Master-tool of 

Power System Stability

2 PC
POPONAS

POPONAS POPONAS for Windows Champs
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1 2

( become)

1

1

From this figure, we can see that number of bacteria 
decreases along with time.  Although there are some 
fluctuations from the straight line, the decreasing rate is
in linear, which means the line has negative downward 
direction. Number of bacteria becomes zero when the 
time reaches approximately 5.5 hours.

The relationship of A to B is shown in Figure 1. 
(The dependence of A to B, The variation of A with B) 
A has a positive correlation with B 

(negative correlation) 
The value of A are plotted in logarithmic form. 
Y rises, stays the same and falls steadily 
Y rises and falls very quickly 
Y stays constant between X1 and X2 
Y rises, stays the same for a while and climbs again. 

trapezoid  rectangular  parallelogram 
straight line  diagonal  perpendicular  

X2 + Y3 = 432.5
4  A 

4
1

3
2 A B = C

I do not know the function of 
the structure installed at the 
middle of the small stream. 

Very small amount of water 
is flowing out from the 
structure.

This triangular shaped structure is for measuring flow 
rate according to our teacher.  

There is a lot of grass on the both side of the bank.  

����
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 (2003)

From this picture, we see the canal which was built over the 
river.  There are some big boats and many people who are 
seeing them.  There are also some small boat in the river.  
My father told me that the canal is very important and 
beautiful.  I think so, too.  If it were not for the canal, the 
things would not be carried.  I am interested in the canal 
because I saw this picture.  I have never seen the canal, So I 
want to see it. 

This picture is Canal. We see a lot of big ships, which are 
througing the canal and two bridges.  Many people are 
walking the bridge.  The bridge color is gray.  On the other 
hand, the ship is big.  And there are many chair.  My teacher 
who likes taking a picture told me that he had ride the ship. I 
notice the canal is over the river.  The canal is very long. 
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FD Faculty 
Development

3

1.
2.
3.

A6

18 6
19 3 55

1751 1
31.8 18

50

3 1. 

631
37.9% 1

18
5

6
1
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

2
3

6

40%
3 3

28%
27%

16%
10%

9%

cresc.

cresc.

25%

2 3
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37%
30%

20%
8%

18
F.

accel. molto 
rit.

64%
23% 2

3 2

1

3

10%

53%
11%

5%
5%

5%

F

1 2
3

5%
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cresc. e stretto poco a poco

accel.
sim.
To

B-dur F

Gis→As

3

Tacet

40 1

17 pp.279-282
2005 

MUS-52
pp. 87-93 2003 
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In this paper I will look at the problems that L2 learners have with article usage by 

exploring two well-known yet competing approaches. The Contrastive-analysis approach 

and the Error analysis approach. Based on this comparative analysis, I would like to 

choose the approach that is most appropriate for my teaching situation. �

Introduction

The fact that many Japanese high school students

continue to struggle with article usage in sentence

construction, even after several years of studying

the language, merits research into why these 

errors persist and what can be done to remedy 

this problem.  

Kroll (Kroll, 1991) conducted a study on 25 

foreign students including 5 Japanese. They 

were given English composition assignments. 

The results of the study found that, “Japanese 

students produced writings that were ranked 

as the worst in rhetorical competency, had the 

most errors and collectively generated the 

shortest collective corpus.” In the list of types 

of grammatical errors, article errors occurred 

most.

How is it that an advanced country like 

Japan, with a highly developed education 

system, have such poor English competency 

skills? I think this is a serious issue that needs 

to be addressed.  Some say the differences in 

grammar structures account for this while 

others disagree. The aim of this paper is to 

shed some light on this problem by researching 

the effects of L1 on L2 production with 

particular attention to the misusage of articles. 

The definition of Articles

Marianne Celce-Murcia, Diane Larsen-Freeman

(1999) define articles as follows; “The English 

articles consist of the definite article the, the 

indefinite article a/an, and unstressed some – 

as well as the use of no article at all are part of 

a larger system of reference and determination.”

Articles, though difficult to comprehend and 

apply, are essential for L2 learners of English. 

As Francis and Kucera (1982) stated, “articles 

are everywhere in English and the definite 

article is the most frequently used word in the 

English language”.  

Due to the frequency of articles in English, it 

is imperative that Japanese students become 

familiar with the forms and functions of 

articles in order to understand the meanings of 

long passages that appear on tests. 

The Difficulties of Teaching Articles

There are some applied linguists who argue 

that articles can not be taught to L2 learners. 

Dulay, Burt, and Krashen (1982) argue that 

“the English articles are un-teachable and can 

be acquired only through exposure”.An interesting

survey conducted by Covit (1976) of ESL 

teachers in the Los Angeles area in the 

mid-seventies found that “teaching articles was 

the most difficult problem and that if the same 

research were conducted today the results 

would be the same.” 

On the contrary, research by Master (1994) 

has shown that, “focused instruction (i.e., 

systematic presentation in a hierarchy of 

manageable segments with built-in recycling) 

can make a difference and can help learners 

improve their use of articles.” 

Corder (1974 p.27) has suggested that the 

role of a language teacher is on “where we cannot

really teach language, we can only create conditions

in which it will develop spontaneously in the 

mind in its own way. And when we understand 

the way a learner learns we can adapt ourselves

to his needs rather than impose upon him our 

preconceptions of how he ought to learn, what 

he ought to learn and when he ought to learn 

it”.  

My approach to teaching articles was in 

conflict with Corder in that I never questioned 

my teaching, students who failed to understand  

my explanations, in my mind, were lazy or 

simply not interested in English.  

However after researching information on 

this topic I realized that there was something 
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else hindering their ability to comprehend 

article usage. There seemed to be some conflict 

between L1 and the processing in L2. 

This led me to investigate the effects of L1 

on L2 and the types of errors that students 

made and at what stage in the learning process. 

First, Second Language Acquisition was 

examined, the process and the factors that 

affect it (L1, other cultural factors) and the 

ways in which it is affected (differences in 

grammar structures cause great confusion for 

L2 learners). The goal was to find how much 

interference L1 has on L2 processing and if it 

was it was possible to have a situation where 

L2 is completely independent of L1. 

The hypothesis was if I could understand the 

effects of L1 on L2 production, I could simply 

adjust my teaching style to accommodate for 

these differences. This in turn would facilitate 

the understanding of article and sentences and 

compositions would improve. First, second 

language acquisition was researched. 

Second Language Acquisition (SLA)

SLA has been a major topic of research in 

the last 30 years. One of the key issues in SLA 

studies is the significance of learner errors. 

Although learner errors are numerous and 

varied, for the sake of this paper I will confine 

them to the use of articles. When and why do 

they occur? Allen and Hill (1979) say “most 

research on English articles have not been empirical,

but rather have been limited to explanations of 

the article system per se.” Harumitsu (1985) 

states “empirical research on the acquisition

of articles by L2 learners has barely begun.”   

Researchers in linguistics are trying to find 

whether learner errors are a result of the 

transfer of L1 structures (lexion) into the L2, 

or if they are induced by some interlanguage 

(IL) grammar. There are three major frameworks

(movements) in the SLA field that address this 

problem: The Contrastive Analysis (CA) Hypothesis,

the Error Analysis (EA) and the interlanguage 

theory (IL). The next thing was to look at these 

movements and analyze them. Proponents of 

the CA hypothesis (Dulay et al 1982:97; Lado,

1957:2) held that “where structures in the L1 

differed from those in the L2, errors that 

reflected the structure of the L1 would be 

produced.” They further go on to say, “these 

errors were believed to be due to the influence 

of the learner’s L1 habits on the L2 production 

and were labeled ‘negative transfer’.” 

The EA movement which came into fruition 

during the 70s was solidified due to the lack of 

evidence by CA researchers to account for L2 

learner errors. Corder (1974) suggested that 

researchers follow an inductive approach drawing

inferences about difficult areas from studying 

actual errors. The analysis of errors, as Corder 

(1974 ) suggest, proceeds as follows: 1)selection 

of a corpus of language deciding on the size, 

medium and homogeneity of the sample; 2) 

identification of the sample; 3) classification of 

the errors; 4) explanation of the causes of 

errors; and finally 5) evaluation of the errors. 

Finally in the IL theory movement, Corder 

(1967) found the making of errors “a strategy, 

evidence of learner-internal processing. Thus 

errors were not villains in L2 learning; rather 

they were signs of language-internal processing  

which when put together with hypothesis 

testing, could indicate improvement towards 

the target language.” This processing, which 

Selinker (1972) suggested “operated in five 

stages: 1) language transfer; 2) overgeneralization

of target language rules; 3) transfer of training 

(i.e. rule enters the learner’s system as a result 

of instruction); 4) strategies of L2 learning; and 

5) strategies of L2 communication.” 

The Contrastive Analysis Approach (CA)

It was assumed that because the Japanese 

language does not have an article system like 

English this caused transfer problems from L1 

to L2. Also, due to the many grammatical 

differences and inconsistencies in English, it 

would seem natural that Japanese L2 learners 

would be faced with considerable obstacles 

when trying to master the use of the article 

system

In the early stages Krashen (1981) provided 

support for the CA Approach, Krashen states; 

“Japanese students, to simplify understanding 

of English articles, tend to formulate L2 usages 

directly into L1 such as THE = SONO (i.e., 

THAT) and A (N) = HITOTSUNO (i.e., ONE), 

and use them in the framework of Japanese 

Syntax.” Celce-Murcia, Larsen-Freeman (1999) 
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say that “languages that don’t have an article 

system, distinguish “definiteness” and “indefiniteness”

through word order, the noun in the topic 

position is definite, whereas a noun in comment

position tends to be indefinite.”   

Celce-Murcia, Larsen-Freeman (1999) also

comments on the “count-non count distinction,” 

which states, “what is countable and what is 

uncountable is arbitrary and varies to some 

extent from language to language. For example, 

information and furniture are non count nouns 

in English but count nouns in French and 

Spanish, and chalk is a noncount in English 

but a count in Japanese.”   

At first the data seemed convincing, L1 was 

the sole culprit of the mistakes that L2 

learners were making with regard to articles. 

However, I found that the Korean language is 

very similar to Japanese in terms of grammar 

structure yet Koreans do far better on the 

TOEFL English test than Japanese. This led 

me to examine the other movements to see if I 

could find some other explanation. 

The Error Analysis Approach (EA)

EA theorists suggest that acquisition of the 

English language by L2 learners is independent

of their L1. They support “The Natural Order 

Hypothesis” (Krashen, 1974; Krashen, Madden 

& Bailey 1978) which suggests 

(i) The child is guided more by input than by 

precious learning experience, viz-a-viz, the Native

language (NL)(Wagner-Gough and Hatch, 1975)

(ii) L2 learning by children, is “an active process

of mental organization (Dulay and Burt, 1974) 

(iii) There is a characteristic order of acquisition

for certain structures of a given language (e.g. 

English) among L2 learners regardless of NL 

background.

Natural Order Hypothesis, suggested that 

“L2 was independent of L1.” This seemed to be 

consistent with some of the types of errors that 

I was finding in student sentences and 

compositions. Different errors were occurring 

at different grade levels. Grammatical errors 

in the first grade, which were difficult to 

classify, because there were so many types, 

were different from those that occurred in the 

third grade, which seemed be somewhat more 

uniform and occurred less often. I felt that the 

new information about English grammar 

occurring between grades 1 and 3 had a lot of 

influence on the student’s L2. It seemed L2 

could improve regardless of L1 being present 

and thus understanding of English grammar 

enhanced. This seemed to contradict what CA 

supported.

The results of a study conducted by Harumitsu 

(1985) was a crucial element in my decision to 

support the EA movement. Harumitsu (1985) 

had categorized the mistakes made by Japanese

L2 Learners of articles into 5 types. They were 

based on three categories identified by 

Richards’ List (1974: 186-187) and two from 

Yamada’s List (1983).The five types of errors 

were categorized as follows: 

(1) Co-occurrence errors: juxtaposition of the 

articles and deictic words: 

(i) I like a this box. 

(ii) A that pen is in the box 

(2) Word-order errors: Inversion of the order of 

articles and the succeeding adjectives: 

(i) that is new a book 

(ii) This is big a (pencil) 

(3) Under extension errors: Omission of the 

articles:

(i) She is ___ mother of that baby 

(ii) He was ___ brave man. 

(4) Over extention errors: the use of articles 

instead of ___: 

(i) After the school, after the breakfast 

(ii) A holy places, a human beings 

(5) Substitution errors: a used instead of the, 

or vice versa: 

(i) a worst, a best boy in the class  

(ii) a sun becomes red 

Harumitsu’s 5 Hypotheses.

Harumitsu (1985) goes on to make 5 hypotheses

which categorize the different stages at which

(different types of) mistakes are made. For 

simplicity sake, I have summarized when the 

problem occurs and when it tends to diminish, 

if at all. 

Hypothesis I: Co-occurrence Errors 

Occur at the beginning level. This type of error 

will sharply decrease at the intermediate level. 

Hypothesis II: Word-order Errors 

Occur at the beginning level. This type of error 

will almost disappear at the early intermediate 
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level.

Hypothesis III: Underextension Errors 

Occur at the beginning level. This type of error 

will be sharply reduced by the early advanced 

level but will persist in the interlanguage. 

Hypothesis IV: Overextension Errors 

Occur at the intermediate level to the early 

advanced level. Tends to decrease slowly but 

persist in the interlanguage. 

Hypothesis V: Substitution Errors 

Occur at the beginning level. This is the most 

persistent error, though a gradual decrease 

does occur at the final stages of interlanguage 

Conclusion

In this paper, I researched Contrastive and 

Error analysis approaches to uncover mistakes 

in my students written English. By analyzing 

the two theories, I felt the EA approach seemed 

more practical and applicable to my teaching 

situation. I feel L1 has some effect on the 

production of L2 but can not account for all the 

errors made. Currently I am collecting written 

compositions and other writing assignments, 

cataloguing the types of article errors students 

are making using the 5 hypotheses proposed by 

Harumitsu as a benchmark. In doing so, I hope 

to find different tendencies that occur at 

different grade levels. By classifying the errors 

(like Harumitsu did) this should assist in 

coming up with a remedy or perhaps a 

different approach to teaching article errors in 

my writing classes. As this research is on-going 

I would like to present those findings at a 

future date.  
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